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SUB J : OPENING ROUND OF PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE 
REF: HAGUE 5 185 

1. GENERAL DISCOMFITURE WITH ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 
WAS THREAD THROUGH VIRTUALLY ALL SPEECHES 

BY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP LEADERS AT OPENING ROUND 
OF PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE IN SECOND CHAMBER OF STATEN 
GENERAL. 

2. MOST IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT IN BUDGET DEBATE 
WAS GOVERNMENT AGREEMENT TO PRODUCE MEDIUM TERM 
ECONOMIC FORECAST. STUDY ALREADY PREPARED BY CENTRAL 
PLANNING BUREAU SHOWS THAT GROWING PUBLIC SECTOR SHARE 
OF GNP IS LARGE CONTRIBUTION TO UNEMPLOYMENT. ACCORDING 
TO EMBASSY CONTACTS, PUBLICATION OF STUDY WILL REPRESENT 
SMALL VICTORY FOR FINMIN DUISENBERG (KVP) OVER PRIME MINISTER 
DEN UYL (LABOR), WHO DOES NOT AGREE WITH FORMER ABOUT NEED TO 
TRIM PUBLIC SECTOR GROWTH. 

3. ON FOREIGN POLICY, DEBATE PRODUCED NO SIGNIFICANT 
DEVIATION FROM GOVERNMENT POLICY. THE CONFESSIONAL 
PARTIES PARTICIPATING IN THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT 
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ADOPTION OF A RESOLUTION THE PURPOSE OF WHICH WAS 
TO STRESS NETHERLANDS DEFENSE COMMITMENTS TO ALLIES AND 
NECESSITY FOR ADEQUATE CONSULTATION BEFORE MAKING 
CHANGES IN AGREED DEFENSE PLANS. IN THE COURSE OF 
DEBATE, CABINET MADE TACTICAL RETREAT ON ISSUE ON 
PROPOSED DECOMMISSION OF 13 NEPTUNE AIRCRAFT OF NAVAL 
AIR ARM (HAGUE 5185). 
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